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Giordana Mecagni 
University Archives and Special Collections 
University Libraries, Northeastern University, Boston, MA 
Head of Special Collections and University Archivist, 2013-present 

 Provides leadership for special collections long-range and strategic planning development and 
promotion of special collections. 

 Develops and promotes archival and records management policies, resources and services. 

 Coordinates with the Library’s digital strategy leadership to ensure that appropriate digital 
library technologies, including those to provide access to and ensure preservation of 
Northeastern’s unique digital resources, are effectively and imaginatively applied.  

 Manages budget and personnel. 
 

Center for the History of Medicine 
Countway Library, Harvard Medical School, Boston, MA 
 Acquisitions Archivist, Center for the History of Medicine, 2008-2013 

 Oversaw records management, archives, and manuscript acquisitions programs. In AY 2011, 
acquired over 1200 feet of manuscript and archives collections. 

 Accessioned collections, including MARC catalog record, re-housing, box-level description, and 
management of student/casual workers' accession-level processing. 

 Participated in Harvard University-wide initiatives, including creation of email ingest tool  
(EASi),Special Collections Manuscript and Archives Collecting Group's online curatorial survey, 
digital scientific data collection tool (Dataverse), Digital faculty papers initiative. 

 Recognized and acted on strategic opportunities, including partnering with the Countway 
Library’s  Center for Biomedical Informatics on cloud-based faculty digital storage initiative 
(upcoming), and co-founding medicinal herb teaching garden. 

 Designed fund-raising and outreach program. Collaborative implementation projects include 
website redesign with integrated blog, e-newsletter content design and management, 
installation and customization of online freeware contacts management/fund-raising database. 
Resulted in over $100,000 raised and $200,000 pledged. 

  
Project Archivist, Archives for Women in Medicine, 2005-2008 

 Designed fund-raising and outreach program, resulting in $130,000 raised, with $160,000 
pledged. 

 Planned and implemented gala events to celebrate women’s involvement in medicine at 
Harvard Medical School. 

 Built relationships with potential donors, resulting in the acquisition of four major collections. 

 Organized and described three collections. 

 Led design of two major exhibitions of material from Archives for Women collections, including 
online exhibit. 

 Partnered with Foundation for the History of Women in Medicine to create two historical 
fellowships. 

 Advocated for and implemented recordings of two oral histories. 
  



Schlesinger Library on the History of Women in America, 
The Radcliffe Institute for Advanced Study, Harvard University, Cambridge, MA 
 Reference Assistant, 2002-2005 

 Oversaw staff of 3-8 graduate and undergraduate students. Duties included budgeting, hiring, 
training, and scheduling. Students monitored reading room and performed basic archival 
processing. 

 Controlled the flow of Harvard Depository and vault material through the library. Duties 
included approving and organizing researcher and preservation photocopying. 

 Staffed busy reference desk. Duties included problem solving, local and national database 
searching, and finding aid interpretation. 

 
Associated Grant Makers, Boston, MA, a regional association of philanthropic organizations and their 
nonprofit partners. 
Manager, The Resource Center for Philanthropy, 2001-2002 

 Oversaw nonprofit management and philanthropy special collection. Conducted strategic  

 planning, budgeting, acquisitions, cataloging, reference, and bibliographic instruction. 

 Designed and implemented plan for vital Web-based resource center. 
Interim Manager for Information, 2000-2001 

 Ran nonprofit services program, trained staff, and assisted in managing the library. 

 Extensively revised and upgraded Massachusetts Grant Makers Directory. 
Program Associate, nonprofit and library services, 1999-2000 

 Created and ran outreach programs and databases. 

 Performed librarian role when manager was absent. 
Program Assistant, 1997-1998 

 Responsible for all back-end database management and ready-reference 
 
EDUCATION 
Simmons Graduate School for Library and Information Science, Boston, MA, 1999-2004 
MS, Archives Concentration 

 Coursework included oral history, entrepreneurship, Web design, MARC, EAD, LCSH, XMetal, 
and cataloging. 

 Internships at Schlesinger Library and Cambridge Historical Society 
 
University of New Hampshire, Durham, NH, 1992-1996 
BA, Sociology and Women’s Studies. 

 Magna cum laude-- University Honors Program. 

 Founding member of the New Hampshire Women’s Oral History Project. 
 
PROFESSIONAL ACTIVITIES 

 Panel moderator for Our Marathon: The Boston Bombing Digital Archives. New England 
Archivists Spring Meeting, 2014. 

 Co-moderator, New England Archivists Fall Symposium: Giving Color to Ideas.  Amherst College, 
2013 

 “Many Happy Returns: the Sequel” presented at New England Archivists Spring Meeting, DIY 
Archives, Wesleyan University, Middletown, Connecticut, 2012 



 “Many Happy Returns, the sequel” presented at International Council on Archives - Section on 
University and Research Institution Archives (SUV) Conference Best Foot Forward: Inreach and 
Outreach for Archivists, University of Alberta, Edmonton, 2011 

 “Starting the Archives for Women in Medicine: Advocacy in Creation, Survival-- and Beyond?” 
case study in Larry J. Hackman (ed.), Many Happy Returns: Advocacy and the Development of 
Archives (Society of American Archivists, 2011). 

 “Community and Communication: The Archives for Women in Medicine” presented at Women’s 
History Network Conference, Winchester UK, 2007. 

 "Community and Communication— The Story of the Archives for Women in Medicine" NEA 
Newsletter, Fall, 2006. 

 Researched and wrote biographical entry for reference book Notable American Women 
(Harvard University Press, 2005). 


